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all their efforts to restore the economy of the country lie warned them that
the enemy was mustering his forces for another attempt to overthrow the
Soviet regime by armed force. This forecast soon came true. In April
1920^ the imperialists launched their third campaign against the Land
of Soviets, this time utilizing the military forces of Poland, and of the White-
guards led by Baron Wrangel in the Crimea. Lenin called Poland and
Wrangel the two hands of international imperialism trying to strangle the
Soviet Republic.

Once again war called for sacrifice, privation and the straining of all the
resources of the country. But the working class and the working peasantry.,
conscious of the justness of their cause.* bravely went forth to meet the
difficulties., confident that they would surmount them and achieve victory.
"We/* said Lenin^ "are not fighting for the right to plunder other nations;
we are defending our proletarian revolution and will fight to the very end to
do so. The Russia which has achieved her emancipation., the Russia which
has clung to her Soviet revolution during the course of two years of suffering,
we shall defend to the last drop of our blood !"*

Again the task of defending the country absorbed most of Lenin's
attention. He called upon the country once again to exert all efforts and to
place all its resources at the service of the front. "Our slogan must be :
Everything for the war !" he said. "Otherwise we shall be unable to cope
with the Polish squires and the bourgeoise in the way we must do in order to
put an end to war once and for all, and to teach a lesson to the last of the
neighbouring powers that dares to play with this sort of thing. We must
teach them such a lesson as will make them warn their grandchildren and
great grandchildren not to do such things."** On Lenin's proposal, Stalin
was commissioned by the Central Committee of the Party to go to the
South-Western Front to organize the defeat of the Polish squires. In
response to Lenin's appeal thousands of the best members of the Party and
of the Young Communist League went off to the front.

At this period Lenin made active preparations for convening the Second
Congress of the Communist International. During the year that had elapsed
since the First Congress was held, the international communist movement
had grown in strength and matarity3 and Lenin considered that it was neces-
sary to convey to the young Communist Parties in the other countries the
wealth of experience the Russian Bolshevik Party had acquired in the course
of decades of class struggle and in the flames of three revolutions such as no
other party in history had acquired before.

In April and May 1920, he wrote his remarkable book, Left-Wing Com-
munism, An Infantile Disorder^ which he described as "A Popular Essay in
Marxist Strategy and Tactics." Indeed, it is the finest handbook extant
on the strategy and tactics of Leninism. It contains an outline of thwart
of leadership of the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat, and generalizes
the experience of the great revolutions. For revolution, wrote jLenin, it is
not enough that the exploited and oppressed masses should realize that it is
impossible to go on living in the old way and should demand a change;
. it is also necessary that the exploiters should not be able to live and govern
in the old way. Revolution is impossible without a nation-wide crisis
(affecting both the exploited and exploiters). Moreover, to lead the whole
of the working dass and the broad masses of the working people generally
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